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CHARTER OF THE

OIC BROADCASTING REGULATORY AUTHORITIES FORUM (IBRAF)
The following Founding Members of the OIC Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities Forum (IBRAF): 

	1. Republic of  Azerbaijan
	
	- The National Television and Radio Council (NTRC),

	2. Republic of Turkey
	
	- The Radio and Television Supreme Council (RTUK),

	3. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
	
	- Ministry of Culture and Information

	4. State of Qatar
	
	- Supreme Council of Information and Communication Technology

	5. Republic of Indonesia
	
	- Indonesian Broadcasting Commission.

	6. Islamic Republic of Pakistan
	
	- Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA)

	7. Kyrgyz Republic
	
	- National Communication Agency of the Kyrgyz Republic

	8. Libya
	
	- Libya General Broadcasting Authority

	9. Republic of Tajikistan
	
	- Communication Service under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

	10. Egypt
	
	- The National Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (NTRA)

	11. Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
	
	- Audiovisual Commission (AVC)

	12. Republic of Uganda

13. Islamic Republic of Iran

14. People’s Republic of Bangladesh

15. Republic of the Sudan

16. Republic of Iraq

17. State of Palestine

18. Republic of Lebanon

19. Kingdom of Morocco

20. Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

21. Republic of Uzbekistan


	
	 -The Uganda Communications Commission
- Communications Regulatory Authority (CRA)

- Ministry of Information

- Sudan National Broadcasting Corporation

- Information and Communication Regulatory Authority 

- Ministry of Information

- The National Information Agency

- Haute Autorité de la Communication Audiovisuelle (HACA)
- The Ministry of Culture and Information

- Communications and Information Agency of Uzbekistan



HAVING adopted the Joint Declaration of the OIC Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities Forum (IBRAF) at the first founding meeting held on 17 November 2011 in Istanbul, and the Charter of IBRAF at the second founding meeting held on 2-3 October 2012 in Jeddah;

EMPHASIZING their adherence to the principles and objectives of cooperation stated in the OIC Charter;

AWARE of the potential of the “Founding Members” and the opportunities for enhancing cooperation based on mutual benefit;

REAFFIRMING that the establishment of the “OIC Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities Forum” would contribute to a closer and lasting cooperation in the OIC Member States;

DETERMINED to promote fruitful cooperation within the “OIC Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities Forum” through the implementation of the tasks provided for in the Joint Declaration;

SEEKING to achieve and enhance regular communication, coordination and cooperation among broadcasting regulatory authorities in OIC Member States;

AIMING to establish a forum for the exchange of information, views and expertise on the common issues relating to the regulation of the audiovisual media services;

AIMING ALSO to coordinate efforts to promote the right to communication and free information regarding issues of general interest in OIC Member States;

EAGER to coordinate policies to support the protection and promotion of physical and non-physical cultural heritage in OIC Member States through awareness programs;

IN ORDER to establish regular consultation on common policies and measures to help create an atmosphere of dialogue and friendship among the peoples of OIC Member States, particularly through promoting a content fostering mutual understanding;  

HAVE AGREED to adopt the following Charter of IBRAF: 

CHARTER

OF THE OIC BROADCASTING REGULATORY AUTHORITIES FORUM (IBRAF)
CHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1
Establishment of the Forum

The Founding Members established the OIC Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities Forum as an independent non-profit organization, hereinafter referred to as IBRAF.

Article 2
Definitions

For the purpose of the present Charter:

a) “IBRAF” means the OIC Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities Forum.

b) “Founding Members” are the broadcasting regulatory authorities in OIC Member States which adopted the Joint Declaration of the OIC Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities Forum (IBRAF) on 17 November 2011 in Istanbul, in addition to those which took part in the founding meeting of the Forum (Jeddah 2-3 October 2012).

c) “IBRAF Annual Conference” means the principal organ of IBRAF, consisting of “all” the members.

d) “Observer” means a broadcasting regulatory authority or an international, regional or specialized organization granted IBRAF observer status.

f) “IBRAF Region” means the territories of the OIC Member States.

g) “Chairperson” means the representative of a national broadcasting regulatory authority who assumes the chairmanship of the IBRAF. 

h) “Permanent Secretariat” means the Permanent Secretariat of IBRAF.

i) “Executive Secretary” means the Secretary General of IBRAF Permanent Secretariat.

j) “Broadcasting” means the audiovisual media content.

CHAPTER II
PARTICIPATION
Article 3
Membership
Members of IBRAF are the national broadcasting regulatory authorities parties to the present Charter or the governmental bodies in charge of audiovisual regulations.

Article 4
Admission

1. 
IBRAF is open to any national broadcasting regulatory authority or governmental body with similar functions in OIC Member States wishing to become member taking into account the provisions of the present Charter. 

2. 
Upon receiving an application for membership, the Chairperson shall circulate it to the Members.

3. 
The application shall be included in the agenda of the earliest possible Annual Conference’s Meeting for consideration and decision accordingly.

4. 
The Membership is granted by decision from the Annual Conference.

Article 5
Observer Status
1.  
Observer status in IBRAF shall be open, upon request, to any national broadcasting regulatory authority or governmental body with similar functions from non-OIC Member States, or any international or regional organization willing to make practical and valuable contribution to the work of IBRAF.

2.  
Upon receiving an application for observer status, the Chairperson shall circulate a copy thereof indicating to the Members the applicant's willingness to obtain such a status.

3.  
The application shall be included in the agenda of the earliest possible Annual Conference’s Meeting for consideration and decision accordingly.

4.  
The Observer status is granted by decision from the Annual Conference.

5.  
Observers attending IBRAF meetings may be authorized by the Chairperson:

a) To address IBRAF meetings;

b) To participate in the discussions during working sessions or expert-level meetings;

c) To receive official IBRAF documents;

d) To submit written statements on particular agenda items.

Article 6
Relations with Third Parties

1. 
IBRAF shall promote a relationship with third parties (government authorities, broadcasting regulatory authorities, NGOs and international and regional organizations and institutions) interested to cooperate in various fields of mutual interest through: 

a) Periodic professional exchanges and consultations;

b) Possibility of attending meetings or specific events; 

c) Invitation of guests; possibility of attending IBRAF meetings. 

2. 
Invitations shall be extended by the Chairperson.

CHAPTER III
IBRAF ORGANS
Article 7
Annual Conference

1. 
The Annual Conference is the principal regular decision-making organ of IBRAF.

2. 
In pursuance of IBRAF’s objectives, the Annual Conference shall:

a) Decide on all issues pertaining to the functioning of IBRAF; 

b) Consider all matters submitted and take appropriate decisions;

c) Take decisions on membership and observer status of candidates; 

d) Establish relevant working or expert groups within IBRAF, assign tasks to them, define, modify or terminate their mandates;

e) Consider any other related matters it deems appropriate.

Article 8
Working Groups

1. 
The Annual Conference may establish working groups.

2. 
Working groups shall carry out their tasks defined by the Annual Conference.

3. 
Working groups shall submit to the Annual Conference reports on their achievements, as well as relevant recommendations.

Article 9
Committee of Experts

The Committee of Experts, representing “the national broadcasting regulatory authorities or the governmental bodies with similar functions” of the Members and acting on their behalf, is entrusted with the following functions:

a) Review activities of IBRAF, evaluate the implementation of decisions and recommendations of the Annual Conference and elaborate recommendations and proposals to be presented to the next Annual Conference;

b) Consider issues related to coordination and cooperation with third parties, inform the Annual Conference about these issues and work out, if necessary, pertinent recommendations and proposals;

c) Conduct research on organizational aspects of IBRAF activities, participate in the elaboration of preliminary calendar of events, take decisions on relevant matters except the issues under the competence of the Annual Conference and the Chairperson.

Article 10
Permanent Secretariat

1. 
The Secretarial services of IBRAF shall be carried out by the Permanent Secretariat, hereinafter referred to as PS, established for this purpose.

2. 
IBRAF PS shall be headquartered in Ankara, Republic of Turkey.
3. 
The financial burden of operation of the Secretariat shall be covered by the Radio and Television Supreme Council of the Republic of Turkey.

4- 
The Annual Conference may, when necessary, decide to change the headquarter of the PS.

5. 
IBRAF PS will function under the supervision of the Chairperson. That authority shall be executed by the Executive Secretary.

6. 
The Executive Secretary shall be appointed by the Organization hosting the PS with due prior notification of IBRAF Members about this appointment. 

7. 
The staff of IBRAF PS shall perform their duties with due regard to the principles and objectives of IBRAF. 

Article 11
Regular Meetings of the Annual Conference

1. 
The Annual Conference shall be convened, in principle, before the end of December each year.

2. 
The Annual Conference may be preceded by a meeting of the Committee of Experts.

3.  
Unless otherwise decided in consultation between the Chairperson and the State hosting the meeting, the Annual Conference’s meetings shall be open to third parties wishing to participate. 

4. 
The date and venue of the subsequent meeting shall be determined in principle at the end of each meeting. Failing that, the Chairperson shall hold consultations with the Members in order to set a date acceptable to them.

5. 
Additional meetings of the Conference may be held upon the request of at least five Members, subject to consensus of the Members, and the resolution of the related financial implications. This request, together with the background documents, shall be communicated to the Members via the IBRAF Permanent Secretariat.

Article 12
Chairmanship

1. 
The Chairperson shall coordinate all activities carried out within the framework of IBRAF and shall ensure the proper conduct of IBRAF proceedings as well as the implementation of the adopted Decisions and Recommendations. 

2. 
The Chairmanship shall rotate every year based on election during the Annual Conference, taking into account the geographical representation.

3.
The State hosting the subsequent meeting shall be Vice-Chair. Another Vice-Chair shall be elected by the Annual Conference.

4.
A person cannot be elected as Chair if his/her regulatory authority did not participate in the last two annual conferences. 

5. 
The Chairperson and the two Vice-Chairs shall continue to perform their duties until the next Annual Conference.


Article 13
Preparation of the Draft Agenda

1.  
IBRAF PS shall prepare a draft agenda for every Meeting of the Annual Conference (in coordination with the Chairperson) in full conformity with the decisions of its previous meetings, the recommendations of the Working or Expert Groups and proposals of the Members. It shall circulate it at least 30 days before the meeting. The documents pertaining to the agenda items shall be circulated together with the draft agenda.

2.  
The Members may propose to the Chairperson, within 10 days following the receipt of the draft agenda, additional items along with documents explaining the reasons for such a request.

3.  
The Chairperson shall circulate the proposal to the Members at least 15 days before the meeting together with background documents explaining the reasons for the addition of these items.

CHAPTER IV
QUORUM, VOTING AND DECISION-MAKING
Article 14
Quorum

The quorum for the Annual Conference shall be half of the Members.

Article 15
Abstention and Absence

1.  
The Meeting shall seek consensus in the voting process. Failing that, the Meeting shall seek to obtain three quarters (3/4) of votes. 

2.
The vote shall normally be taken by show of hands, or secret ballot if three members so request. Each member shall have one vote. 

3.
Abstention from voting by a Member shall be considered as not voting and consequently shall not have any effect on the result of the voting.

4.
The vote of a Member who was not present during the voting process shall have no effect on the result of the voting.

Article 16
Languages of Reference

English shall be the language of reference for IBRAF documents. The use of English, Arabic and French is always preferable. The working language of the IBRAF Annual Conference is English. The host country may, however, provide simultaneous interpretation for any other language (s) if it deems it necessary.
Article 17
Amendment

1- 
Amendments to the present Charter shall enter into force once adopted by the Annual Conference with a two-third majority of the Members and ratified by two thirds of the States Members of IBRAF. 

2- 
Any regulatory authority may suggest to the Annual Conference amendments to the present Charter. 

CHAPTER V
FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 18
Acceptance and entry into force

1.  The present Charter shall be duly considered as approved, unless the IBRAF PS is informed otherwise by the IBRAF Founding Members before 31 December 2012.  

2. This Charter shall enter into force for the Founding Members as of 01 January 2013. 

Article 19
Depository

The IBRAF Permanent Secretariat shall be the depository of the present Charter.
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